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“7.43 Notwithstanding that there may be legitimate purposes(s) for
transferring personal data to a third party, care should be taken to
ensure that the amount and the kind. of personal data used are
necessary for attaining such a purpose. For instance, the transfer of a
copy of the identity card of a debtor by a creditor to debt collection
agents may not be necessary for the purpose of debt recovery and as such
may contravene DPP3(1). The provision of the address and contact data
of a debtor would generally suffice for the purposes of locating and

contacting the debtor.

7.44 Any excessive disclosure of personal data not necessary for the
purpose of use will risk contravening DPP3, in particular where such
personal data is made public and the damage that is likely to occur to a
data subject upon wrongful disclosure may be significant, having regard
to the nature and the type of personal data involved. Sometimes the
extent of disclosure may exceed the reasonable privacy expectation of

the data subject, and thus might become the subject of a potential

dispute.” (5RFEEIN)
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“17. ......However, he (#[EES5/C7) submits that it may be inferred
that the collection of the data in the incident reports must have been for a
purpose related to the management of the Villa. Although the matter
concerning the entry of police vehicles into the Villa was not on the
agenda of the Owner’s Meeting, counsel submits that the Chairman was
under a duty to answer questions from residents concerning the
management of the Villa, and that, since the Owner’s Meeting must have
been held to discuss matters relating to the management of the Villa , his
answering of such questions and the disclosure of the data must have been
for the purpose for which the data was to be used at the time of its

collection (or a purpose directly related thereto).”
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“18. Assuming that the purpose of collection of the data was as Mr. Lau
invites us to infer it was, at first blush, it seemed to us that this was quite
powerful argument which we were bound to accept. Upon further and

more careful reflection, however, we have decided otherwise. In our view,
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30.

Mpr. Chan’s act went beyond what was reasonably required for the
effective/efficient management of the Villa. In fulfilling his duty as
Chairman of the Committee to answer a query from one of the residents
concerning the entry of police vehicles into the Villa, he could have simply
stated that a resident of the Villa had made a complaint to the police about
a nuisance caused by another resident, without disclosing ahy of Madam
Lam’s personal data. We can test the matter by asking this question: If
Myr. Chan had not disclosed any of Madam Lam’s personal data would
it have affected the management of the Villa in any way? We think not.”
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