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“27. The expression “personal data” is defined in the
following terms:

(1313

personal data” means any data —

(a) relating directly or indirectly to a living
individual;

(b) from which it is practicable for the identity of
the individual to be directly or indirectly
ascertained; and

(c) in a form in which access to or processing of the
data is practicable;”

28. Section 18 of the Ordinance provides:
“18(1) An individual .... may make a request-

(a) to be informed by a data user whether the
data user holds personal data of which the
individual is the data subject;

(b) if the data user holds such data, to be
supplied by the data user with a copy of
such data;”

A request by a data subject for a copy of data is known as a
“data access request”.

29. The right of an individual to obtain data is limited to

that individual’s personal data. The expression “such data” in




s18(1)(b) plainly refers to the expression “personal data” in

s18(1)(a).

34, It is not the purpose of the Ordinance to enable an
individual to obtain a copy of every document upon which there
is a reference to the individual. It is not the purpose of the
Ordinance to supplement rights of discovery in legal
proceedings, nor to add any wider action for discovery for the

purpose of discovering the identity of a wrongdoer under the
principles established in Norwich Pharmacal v Commissioners
of Customs and Excise [1974] AC 133. That conclusion is
entirely in accord with the decision of Deputy Judge Muttrie in
Gotland Enterprises Ltd v Kwok Chi Yau [2007] HKLRD 236,

at 231-2.” (JER&RIRTN)
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