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The year 2009 marks a new page in cross-border cooperation on privacy
enforcement in the Asia Pacific Region. In November 2009, the APEC
Ministers endorsed the APEC Cooperation Arrangement for Cross-Border
Privacy Enforcement (“Cooperation Arrangement”) in Singapore. This is
an important deliverable of the Data Privacy Subgroup resulting from
endless discussions by members including the Commissioner being an

active participant throughout the development of this document.

The goals of the Cooperation Arrangement are to:

® facilitate information sharing among privacy enforcement

authorities in APEC economies;

® establish  mechanisms to promote effective  cross-border
cooperation among privacy enforcement authorities on the
enforcement of privacy law, including referrals of matters and

parallel or joint investigations or enforcement actions;

® facilitate cooperation amongst privacy enforcement authorities in

enforcement of Cross-Border Privacy Rules; and

® encourage information sharing and cooperation on privacy
investigation and enforcement with privacy enforcement
authorities outside APEC.

The Cooperation Arrangement creates a practical multilateral
cooperation mechanism for privacy enforcement authorities in cross-

border privacy enforcement.

Another achievement of the Subgroup was the endorsement of two
Pathfinder Projects at the meeting held at Hiroshima, Japan in February
2010.The two projects are Self-Assessment Criteria for Organizations and
Private Sector Accountability Agent Recognition Criteria. The Subgroup

will continue to work on the other Pathfinder Projects in 2010.
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Mr. Roderick Woo, the Commissioner attended the 31 International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners. Mr. Woo also chaired a panel

discussion titled “Companies, privacy and international data flows”.

AEHEEAE2000F 11 A4BE211 AcHEE The Commissioner attended the 31 International Conference of
TE=1T—R[BEREMRELILEESH Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners (“the Conference”) from
e (THIZWeE])  ERaHERSH 4 to 6 November 2009 to discuss data protection issues with privacy
NEEMRERLEEE RS BRI authorities from around the world.

RIBEREE -

e s TEERRT FELS The Conference was held in Madrid, Spain under the theme “Privacy:
[#LF& : 5 B 5 & 8 X I(Privacy: Today is Today is Tomorrow”. lIssues such as the impact of technological
Tomorrow) ' IR BRI R B EABEILE development on personal data privacy, privacy and corporate
PRSIk 2 - FLIBHEDEE S RERE governance and the protection of children’s privacy were discussed.

MEZEEB kN EEAXL N A4BEET Also on the agenda was a panel discussion titled “Companies, Privacy
et e He—{E/)EiT:m (B R : “Companies, and International Data Flows" that was chaired by the Commissioner.

privacy and international data flows" ) ©
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The Conference is the only international forum for data protection
and privacy commissioners to meet annually and discuss data
protection issues of mutual concern. Delegates include hundreds of
privacy commissioners, academics, privacy professionals, advocates,

government officials and IT specialists from around the world.

The Conference has two standing committees: (i) the Credential
Committee (three members) and (ii) the Steering Committee (12
members). The Commissioner represents Hong Kong as a member of

both committees.

Since 2007, Hong Kong has been a member of the Credential Committee,
which is responsible for dealing with membership applications and
giving recommendations to the Conference. In 2009, Hong Kong was
re-elected as a member of the Credential Committee (the other two
members are Spain and Ireland) for a term of two years. This represents
a solid vote of confidence by international data protection and privacy
commissioners in Hong Kong's credentials as a leading jurisdiction for

the protection of personal data privacy in the Asia-Pacific region.

The PCPD hosted the 315t Asia Pacific Privacy Authorities (APPA) Forum
in Hong Kong from 11 to 12 June 2009. Privacy commissioners and
representatives of the privacy and data protection agencies of Australia
(including Victoria), Canada, New Zealand and South Korea attended
the event, while representatives of the National Commission for Data
Protection in Portugal and the Office for Personal Data Protection in

Macao were also present at the Forum as observers.

The main objective of APPA, which convenes twice a year, is to facilitate
the sharing of knowledge and resources among privacy authorities
in the Asia-Pacific region. It aims to foster cooperation in privacy and
data protection, promote best practice among privacy authorities and

improve their performance in enforcing their respective privacy laws.
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APPA members attended the 31st APPA Forum hosted by the PCPD. Those seated are privacy commissioners. They are, from left to right, Ms. Marie Shroff
(New Zealand); Ms. Karen Curtis, (Australia); Mr. Roderick Woo (Hong Kong); Ms. Jennifer Stoddart (Canada) and Ms. Helen Versey (Victoria, Australia).
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The first day (11 June) of the Forum was a closed session whereby
members reported on their achievements and developments,
including complaint-handling practices and employee monitoring
in the workplace. A highlight of the day’s discussions related to the
strategies for dealing with challenges posed by new technology, with
the Commissioner of New Zealand reporting on a survey about the
use of portable storage devices in the public sector. Members resolved
to share strategies for enhancing privacy protection and compliance
across the region, and also discussed the importance of building strong
relationships with private sector stakeholders in promoting privacy

compliance audits.

The second day (12 June) of the Forum included APPA members and
guests, including representatives from the Department of Justice and
the Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau. Members discussed
jurisdictional reports, the latest developments on data breach
notification and privacy law reform in Hong Kong, as well as provided
updates on the APEC Privacy Framework and related initiatives being
undertaken through the OECD.



20096 H12H AHRE— 12 June 2009 - Public Forum - Electronic Health Record

EFRELHREE Sharing
EEZRGANRBIWNTF  RBEPT — In the afternoon of 12 June, a public forum on Hong Kong's proposed
BARWE RLBAERNETFRER electronic health record sharing system was held. Over 180 people from

FHMEARRERBETRECELIBR public and private medical institutions, government departments and
MERH - wIERSIHIB 180 B KB RN EF members of the Data Protection Officers’ Club attended the forum.
TLER BB - BUTEP - (REEERE Presentations were given by three distinguished local experts, namely

THEGELRE FAMEEFEBREASE Dr. Choi Kin, former President of the Hong Kong Medical Association;
BEoeREXREL AYAFLERERNE Dr. Cheung Ngai Tseung, a Consultant (eHealth) from the Food and

F(EFRE)RBNELE MEBERE Health Bureau; and Dr. Elizabeth Quat, Co-founder and former President
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Three distinguished guests, (from
left): Dr. Cheung Ngai Tseung,
Consultant (eHealth), Food and
Health Bureau; Dr. Choi Kin, former
President of the Hong Kong Medical
Association and Dr. Elizabeth Quat,
Co-founder and former President
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of the Internet Professional
Association attended the “Electronic
Health Record Sharing” Forum.
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From left: Ms. Jennifer Stoddart,
Privacy Commissioner, Canada; Ms.
Karen Curtis, Privacy Commissioner,
Australia; Mr. Roderick Woo, Privacy
Commissioner for Personal Data,
Hong Kong and Ms. Marie Shroff,
Privacy Commissioner, New

Zealand spoke at the “Electronic
Health Record Sharing” Forum.
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HEalEARAEREWMN B L o gL of the Internet Professional Association. A panel discussion for members

FLEEF B R J5 R /)|| bﬂ’%ﬁ . %ﬁﬁ% to share overseas experiences with electronic medical systems was held
MABEEEETR NEKIMEHE by Mr. Roderick Woo and the Commissioners of Australia, Canada, and
RSB LHIKE - New Zealand.

SBPIEANBERHMRER AT MRPUEAZE KA A conference on “Data Breaches — Problems and Solutions” was
EEIIR O A 13 B89 T LA ERINE organized on 13 June by the Office for Personal Data Protection, Macao,

— BEEER | AENTTTE - LBEER and the Legal and Judicial Training Centre, Macao. The Commissioner
EEFE HMEE - B KRALEEE - Mr. Roderick Woo and representatives from APPA, Portugal, Macao,
BHF  BARFEHRE  —BiHmT and mainland China discussed developments on privacy protection in
ReZENNRELRBEE  BHESR - different jurisdictions, data breaches, and the seventh amendment of

ARCHREARKMBEAEIELELIREN the Penal Code of the People’s Republic of China.
SOEIRIE o
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for Administration and Justice Orgamzagdo ©  Gabmede para ""’M'i" G40 Juriden o Judicina
of Macao Special Administrative Organizers :  Office lor Pevsonal O¢ Trivnang Contre

Region, and Mr. Roderick Woo,
the Commissioner attended the
Conference on "Data Breaches —
Problems and Solutions” in Macao.
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